


Ee 











ee2> 
> pe 


PAessenger of Peace, 





—s 
“GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST, AND ON EARTH PEACE, GOOD WILL TOWARD MEN, 





EDITED BY RICHAKD CARUIQUE 


-—ASHBEL STODDARD, PRINTER. 





VOL, I. 





TO THE PATRONS 
OF THE 


MESSENGER OF PEACE. 


On presenting a new work to the public, and 
to those in particular, who have generously 
stept forward to give it countenance and sup- 
port, it is proper, that the principles on which 
the work shall be conducted, should be openly 
avowed, and the design of its editor or pub- 
lisher explicitly expressed, that no person may 
have reason to complain that a work has been 
imposed upon them, under a tTrrLe, which had 
given them reason to expect that the contents of 
of the paper would be more congenial to their 
private views and sentiments than they after- 
wards find it. 

To avoid producing unpleasant feelings in 
any person, who may Decoine a subscriber to 
this work, we now give our reasons for calling 
this paper the “ Messenger of Peace” and 
cheerfully avow the principles on which it shall 
be conducted. It is called the “ Messenger of 
Peace” because it is designed to disseminate 
the “ good tidings of great joy” which the 
anGet declared should be “ unto all people,” 
and to propagate that doctrine which is pro- 
ductive of the highest glory of God, pracr on 
earth, and good will towards men. It is in- 
tended to cherish in the heart, that heaven 
born cHarrry which “ suffereth long and is 
kind; envieth not; vaunteth not; and is not 
puffed up: that charity which “ beareth all 
things, believeth all things, hopeth all things, 
endureth all things,” and which “ never fail- 
eth.” 

‘he labour,of the Editor of this work,will be 
to prove from the scriptures of truth, that, “the 
Lord is good unto all, and his tender mercies 
are over ali his works;” that this trove was 
made manifest in the gift of the Redeemer, of 
whom God said“ this is my beloved Son,in whom 
{ am well pleased hear ye him.” This Sen of 
God was manifested “ to take away the sin of 
the world ;”’ he came “ to seek and to save that 
which was lost,” and it is confidently believed 
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pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in his hand,”’ 
it being the pererMcnate wiLt of God, “ to 
gather together in one ALL THINGS In Christ,” 
and bring all mankind to a state of holiness and 
and happiness. 

While the Editor sincerely and conscien- 
tiously believes that the doctrine of universal 
salvation, which he labors to disseminate in the 
world, is the good seed of the kingdom, which, 
when received,and ithas taken root in the heart, 
brings forth that fruit of the spirit which is 
“ Love, joy, peace, long-suffering, gentleness, 
roodness, faith, &c.””—yet, being sensible that 
all men are liable to err in judgment and 
understanding; he will ever be ready to enter 
into a free and friendly discussion on those 
points of doctrine in which he differs from 
others. ‘The propagation of the rruTH is what 
is intended by this publication ; consequently 
an investigation conducted with propriety and 
candor will ever be acceptable, ‘a¢ it will tend 
to advance the knowledge of the truth and 
remove error. Thecolumns of the“ Messenger 
of Peace” will therefore be open to every sincere 
lover of Truth, who, in the spirit of Christian 
charity, is disposed to correct error, enlighten 
the mind of the ignorant, and give demonstra- 
tive evidence of the truth of those sentimen‘s 
in which he may differ from us. This invitation 
is not given from a desire to enter into religious 
controversy for the sake of displaying any 
power we may possess in argument, hut to 
express, to our readers and to the world, that 
as we do not consider ourselves infallible, we 
are perfectly willing to be convinced if in an 
error; but if right, to be the better able to 
convince our fellow men of the truth of that 
glorious gospel,in which lite and immortality is 
brought to light, and which is, glad tidings of 
great joy tu ail peopre. 

The Editor, taugi:t by the sacred volume to 
look upon ali menas his brethren, and as mem- 
bers of the one great family,having one common 
Father even God, finds it his duty to cherish 
those feelings of christian friendship and fra- 
ternal affection which arethe bonds of perfect- 
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consider it necessary to expose, what he con-jin the future world, we » find j in his pious heart 
siders error, let it ever be understood, that it|/the same principle, which in another of a more 
is the doctrine or sentiment against which he ‘liberal creed, is manifested in open and avowed 
spaks, and not those who embrace it, for itis/sentiments. For instance, if we go to one,who 
believed, that a man may be sincere and honest | professes to believe that our father in heaven 
although in an error,and may be persuaded from |has predestinated millions of human beings to 
the convictions ofhis own mind,that what he has/| to endless misery, even before creation ; and 
embraced is truth. A due regard will, there-| could we look into his honest and devotional 
fore, ever be had for the character, and sin-| affections, could we read the fervent prayers 
cerity of all who differ from us in sentiment in| which his soul breathes out to God, there is not 
all our discussions, however severely we may/the least doubt but we should find universal 
handle the doctrines in which they believe. love, yes, love to all men, swaving its golden 

With this explicit’ avowal of our design in|sceptre through the vast dominions of the soul. 
publishing the “ Messenger of Peace,” and of} When we hear ministers of the most limited 
the manner in which it will be conducted ; we! doctrines offer up their public prayers to the 
present it toan enlightened and discriminating| giver of every good and perfect gift, can we 
public in the humble hope, that with the bles-/ reasonably judge that these men are opposed 
sing of God it will be productive of much/to the salvation of all men? No surely we 
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spiritual and moral good. eEpDiTror. |cannot. Buthere lies one very great difficulty, 
-——>-—— and one whichis hard tobe removed. Though 
RELIGION. they pray for the salvation ofall men, yet they 


Religion like every thing of a heavenly and | are not willing that our Father in heaven should 
divine nature, contains in itself those char-/save them, in any other way, than by bringing 
acteristics by which its divinity is known. them to their persuasion. Like the pharisees 

[t is too often the case, that the prejudices| of old, who would compass sea and land to 
which arise, like unwholesome vapours, from| make a proselyte ; but could have no hope for 
certain peculiarities and particular tenets of} any who were not circumcised and conformed 
different sects, sodarken the understanding} to the law of Moses. 
as to lead the mind to censure all the religious} But we must not look for religion in creeds 
world, except those who subscribe to a fa-|and formularies of human invention, we must 
vourite system,as irreligious and profane. But} look for it in the honest,the pious,the devotional 
could we travel the world over, and with clear,| heart ; in that heart which loves God ; for that 
unprejudiced eye sight examine the heart of| heart which loves God, loves its brother also ; 
all denominations, it is highly probable, that} For he that loveth not his brother, whom he 
we should return with vastly more liberal views] hath seen, how can he love God, whom he hath 


than those with which we began the examina-/} not seen.” 


tion. This principle of love to God and good will 


Man is naturally religious. Piety and devo-| to all mankind, is true religion, and it is a most 
tion are elements in which man finds life and; happy consideration that all denominatious 
peace. As it stands in its native form with-/agree in this sentiment.— Universalist Mag. 
out the ornaments of human invention, religion —_——— 
every where, and among all people, is love to| WHATIS LOVE TOOUR NEIGHBOUR. 
God, and good will to man. All profess to| ‘That we must love our neighbours as our- 
cultivate the former unboundedly, and the lat-/selves is the divine command. That all man- 
ter as faras their prejudices will permit. But! kind are our neighbours cannot admit a doubt: 
there is an inner vail,through which if we once| T herefore the next inquiry to be made is: 
penetrate, we find that religion has her most What is love to our neighbour? IT answer that 
sacred abode, in the affections of the human’ it consists in our sharing our bread with the un- 
heart, where universal benevolence is warmly | ‘fortunate, smoothing the thorny pillow of af- 
cherished, and a generous love to all mankind ‘fiction, forgiving 1 injur ies, being slow to anger, 
maintains a holy sovereignty in the pious soul, judging with charity, healing divisions, and 


If we ec: autiously examine the most illiberal ‘speaking peaceably to all men. 
In giving of our substance to those of our fel- 





sectarian, even one whose creed consigns nine} 
denths of the human race to everlasting misery, low creatures, whom misfortune has reduced to 
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want, we receive in return more true pleasure | 


you an enemy, “a soft answer would turn 


than can be obtained by any other use of it in ‘away wrath”—is it not better then to control 


the consciousness of having acted right, of hav- 
ing done ourduty. ‘There are those who would 
turn a poor destitute being from their doors to 
perish in the streets with hunger, because they 
do not know whether he is worthy of charity— 
because he may be an impostor. Our Saviour 


says, “ give to him that asketh and from him 


that would borrow turn not thou away.” What! 


matters it to us whether the applicant be worthy 
or unworthy. In supplying his wants we 
do our duty, and if he imposes on our human- 
ity, his will be the punishment, but our re- 
ward will not be the less. I would not how- 
ever,have it understood that I would give to one, 
whom I knew to be an inpostor, but that | would 
not withhold, when I did not know, through fea 
of being imposed on. 





| principally. 


our passions, check them when they would 
burst forth with fury and thereby make a 
friend instead of an enemy. 

Let us observe al! these points and we shall 
“ love our neighbours as ourselves”—lL know 
itis difficult to observe them as we ought—all 
depends on the command we have over our 
passions—these may be kept under by con- 


tinued exertion and the reward is surely wor- 
thy of the trial—oston Intelligencer. 


NILKNARF. 
PHILOSOPHY AND CHRISTIANITY. 
By Dr. Nott, President of Schenectady (N. Y.) College. 
Puttosopuy confines its views to this world 
It endeavours to satisfy man 
with the grovelling joys of earth till he re- 


Andin using our endeavours to sooth the | turns to that earth from which he was taken, 


afflictions ofa fellow mortal, to bind up the br 


ken heartand heal the wounded spivit, are we’ 


o-| Christianity takes a nobler flight. 


Her course 


is directed towards immortality. Thither she 


not creating happiness for ourselves ? Does the | conducts her votary, and never forsakes him, 
look of gratitude from the being whom we have till, having t itroduced him into the society of 
sympathised, whose head we have supported on anyels, she fixes his eternal residence among 


the bed of sickness or whose heart we assisted: 
to reconciletothe dispensationsofthe Almigh-|heavea 


the spirits of the just. Philosophy can only 
sigh, alonging sigh after immortality. 


ty, create no sensations of pleasure ? Let him) | Eternity is to her anupknown vast, mm which 
who doubts it make the expriment and his an- ‘she soars on conjecture’s tredbling wing.— 


swer will be ” Yes he ‘ar tielt.”” 


| Above—beneath—around—is an unfathom able 


In being slow to anger, ready to forgive, we | vou ; and doubt, uncertaiuty, or despair, are 


not only obey the command and the exaniple the result of all her inquiries. 
we make ourselves a good) en the other hand, having furnished ail neces- 


of our Redeemer; 
name, do ourselves an essential benelit, 


when we err, as we must sometimes, we are 


for s ary 


Christianity, 


information concerning life, with firm and 
landasmted step Crosses death’ s narrow isth- 


more readily forgiven by those we injure -and/ mus, and boldly launches torth into that dread — 


forgive their debtors. 


God will forgive unto men their sins as they} futurity which borders on it. 


'marked with glory. 


Her path 
‘The once dark and drea- 


« Charity coveretha multitude of sins” in a|ry region lightens as she approaches it, and 


double seuse—If we judge with charity we!benignly smiles as she passes over it. 


Faith 


mark not half the failings of our neighbours,!| follows where she advances, till reacbing the 
and if we mark not theirs, will they be swift) summit of the everlasting hills, an unknown 


to notice ours ¢ If they are, our Father in hea- 
ven will not. 

« Blessed is the peace-inaker for he shall 
see the kingdom of God.”” Who would not, 
for this reward, use every faculty to heal the 
divisions which fall under his notice. Who 
will not confess the reward to be far above the 
labour, as far above it, as heaven is removed 
from earth or God from man—and our feel- 
ings too, who is there, that does not acknowl- 
edge that they are happier for the exertion. 

Oftentimes when a sharp word would make 





scene in endless varieties of loveliness and 
beauty presents itself, over which the ravished 
eye wanders without a cloud to dim, or a lim- 
it to obstruct its sight. In the midst of this 
scene, rendered luminous by the glory which 
covers it, the city,—the palace—the throne of 
God appears. ‘Trees of life wave their am- 
brosial tops aroun: it 5 rivers of salvation is- 
sue fiom beneath it; before it angels to ici 
their harps of living melody, and saints in 
sweet response breathe forth to the listening 
heavens their grateful songs. ‘The breezes oi 
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pavadise waft the symphony, anil the pending 
sky directs it tothe earth. The redeemed of 
the Lord caich the distant sound, and a sud- 
den rapture. Vis the voice of departed 
friendship—triendship, the loss of which they 
mourned upon earth, but which they are now 
assured will be restored in the heavens, from 
whence a voice is heard to say, “ fear not ; 
death cannot injure you; the grave cannot 
confine you ; through its chill mansion, grace 
will conduct you up to glory. We wait your 

arrival ; haste therefore, come away.” 

a See 

« Joy and peace in believing ” 

As there long has been, and now is great in- 
quiry to ascertain the true belief, and as much 
difference of opinion exists among people of dif- 
ferent creeds, there seems to be a propriety in 
bringing the particular tenets which are urged 
upon us by their respective advocates, to the 
most sure criterions for trial. ‘The words of St. 
Paul, which are placed at the head of this ar- 
ticle, seem to present us with the means of de- 
termining that kind of belief, which the scrip- 
tures recommend ; and of course with a crite- 
rion by which to disprove that which is false. 

If we are told, by those whostile themselves 
divines, that God is infinitely displeased with 
his imperfect creatures, on account of their 
imperfections, and that his wrath will be pour- 
ed out upon us eternally,it seems proper to 
ask the question, whether the belief of such a | 
declaration will fiil us with joy and peace? If 
we are informed, that, from all eternity, God 
predestinated millions of the human race to 
endless misery, we may ask if such a belief) 
would fill us with joy and peace? if we are 
toid that millions of our fellow creatures, who 
have left this mortal state, are now in the most 
excruciating torment, where they must remain 
forever, surely we may ask the question, 
whether to believe all this would fill us with 
joy and peace? As many of our zealous preach- 
ers delight to dwell on the subject, of what 
they call the last judgment, and to represent 
the separation which will at that time be made 
between husbands and wives, parents and 
children, brothers and sisters, &c. &c. and the 





awful shrieks of the wretched on being taken 
away by infernal agents and plunged into the 
burning lake, to be tormented to an endless du- 
ration, can there be any harm in asking wheth- 
er such a belief is calculated to fill the soul 
with joy and peace? May we not ask further- 





more, whether those, who profess these dread- 
ful, these horrible tenets, are in consequence 
of their belief, full of joy and peace ? If we 
may believe their own testimony, we must be- 
lieve that they are perpetually tormented, and 
that day and night, by the painful anticipa- 
tions of the endless misery either of them- 
selves or some of their fellow creatures. It 
is certainly very clear, that the common doc- 
trine, concerning a state of unmerciful pun- 
ishment in the eternal world, is not the belief 
of which the apostle speaks—Kom. xv. 13, 
“ Now, the God of hope fill you with all joy 
and peace in believing, that ye may abound in 
hope, through the power of the Holy Ghost.” 
If these suggestions are calculated to givea 
right direction to our minds, respecting the 
true faith, or belief of the gospel, then it seems 
evident that whatever creed is calculated to 
administer griefin room of joy, and despair in 
And on 
the other hand, it sees safe to believe tiiat the 


rovm of hope is not the true faith. 


truth as it is in Jesus, is of a nature to impress 
us with genuine joy and peace ; and that we 
may with safety try the different tenets among 
us by this criterion. 

Having already shown that the erroneous 
doctrines of men are not capable of adminis- 
tering either joy or peace to those who believe 
them, it will be both comforting and edifying 
to look un the other side, and to contemplate 
the inexhaustible riches of the true faith, and 
its natural tendency to inspire the heart with 
‘‘ joy and peace in believing.” 

Abraham, the friend of God and the father 
of the faithful, must have known the peace and 


joy of believing, when he received and gave 


full credit to the divine promise, that in his seed 
all the families of the earth shouldybe blessed. 
Possessed ofthe most benevolent heart, Abra- 
ham could have asked no more. The blessing 
was as precious as heaven could procure, and 
it was extensive as the creation of mat, -What 
joy and peace must this patriarch have expe- 
rienced in the contemplation and firm belief 
of this mest generous promise. ‘This precious 
promise Isaac and Jacob received and believ- 
ed, and believing they rejoiced, with joy un- 
speakable. All the prophets, who saw, by 
faith, the glory of the just one, who speaks of 
his spiritual kingdom, the universality of his 
yrace, and the permanency of his empire, knew 
what hisjoy and peace was by happy experi- 
ence. ‘Lhe apostles of the lamb, to whom God 
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made known the mystery of his will, according 
to his good pleasure, which he purposed with- 
in himself ; that in the fullness of the dispen- 
sation of times, he would gather together all 
things in Christ, whether they be things in hea- 
ven, or things in earth, must have had great 
joy and peace in believing. And we, at this 
day, have the same joy and peace, if we be- 
lieve what they believed ; and trust, with con- 
fidence, that he is faithful that promised. 
Universalist Magazine. 
—o 
What is good news or glad tiding's of great joy ? 
There is notin our country, asolitary preach- 
er but what professes to preach the gospel ; nor is 
there one but what will admit that the proper 
sivnification of the word gospel is “ good news.” 
As all then profess to preach the gospel, and 
allow it to be a subject of “ glad tidings,” it 
may be proper to inquire, how far the preach- 
ing accords with the profession of the preach- 
er. Letusmakea fair computation and see how 
many preachers there are who proclaim the 
gospel, and nothing else, at the present day. 
‘There are probably, of all denominations of 
christians, not less than 5000 preachers: Ali 
these, except about 120, preach and profess to 
believe, that a large majority of the human fam- 
ily will be endlessly miserable. In almost 
every discourse aa attemptis made to establish 
this idea. ‘This forms the primary subject of 
their preaching. It is upon this they delight to 
dwell. Now is this the gospel ? Is this good 
news, glad tidings of great joy ?” 
“voeod news” to tell a man his God will make 
him infinitely miserable? It certainly would 
be bad news for a physician to tell a patient 
who had long suffered from the very worst fever 
that all assistance of an earthly nature would 
prove fruitless. ‘That the disease is incurable ; 
that death itself will not remove it, and that he 
must be afflicted always. ‘This every one 
would pronounce bad news. ‘Ihisis acase that 
_ directly meets the one under consideration. 
This would be called bad preaching, bad news 
though it might be ever so true. It certainly 
then cannot be good news to tell a man that is 
sick with sin, that this malady will continue as 
long as his Maker exists. That his disease 
will never be removed. That instead of its 
abating, it will accumulate both in turpitude 
and pain. ‘This preaching therefore is not gos- 
pel preaching. Of all the news ever proclaim- 


ed to the offspring of God, the news of an end-| 





Can it be, 
Lord of hosts.make unto all peoplea feast of fat 





less state of suffering is the worst. It is, as 
was justly remarked by one ofits advocates in 
our hearing, an unwelcome doctrine. It is a 
system the best calculated to fill the mind with 
herror, of any thatever wasinvented. Itforms 
no part of tne gospel, and simply because it is 
not good news.— Gospel Inquirer 
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‘* He, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and 
he that hath nomoney : come ye, buy and eat; yea, 
come, buy wine and milk withoul money, and without 
price. 

“Wherefore do ye spend money for that which ic not 
bread ? and your labour for that which satisfieth not ? 
hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye that which is 
good, and let your soul delight itself in fatness.” —, 

Isaiah Iv. 1, 2. 


In the above passages, the words wares, 
MILK, and noney are used figuratively, and by 
them is intended the provisions, or doctrine of 
the gospel. The Saviour saith “ He that drink- 
eth of the water which [ shall give him shal] 
never thirst but it shall be in him a well of water 
springing up into everlasting life,” meaning the 
doctrine which he taught ; hence it is said « He 
that believeth hath everlasting -life”—as the 
literal bread and water, milk and honey re- 
freshes and strengthens the body, so the word 
of life, invigorates, strengthens and supports the 
mind, hence the doctrine of eternal life is pre- 
figured by that food which supports animal 
life ; Isaiah says, “ On this mountain shall the 


things, a feast of wines on the lees; of fat things 
full of marrow,of wines on the lees well refined.” 

To the gospel feast we are invited by the 
prophet, who, at the same time, expostulates 
with us on the impropriety of spending our mo- 
ney for that which is not bread,and labouring for 
that which satisfieth not. In the application 
of the subject before us, we might urge upon 
the reader the folly of labouring for those earth 
born pleasures which are transient and fleeting, 
that ever leave a void in the breast, and never 
satisfy. He, whose heart is set upon riches, 
whose God is gold, becomes the slave of his 
avarice, and never finds the quantum that can 
satisfy his desires, and enable him to say, I 
have enough—the same with propriety may be 
said, concerning that inordinate desire or thirst 
for what is called honor; for the attainment of 
which, a man will often sacrifice his religious. 
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opinions, his ease and every thing else besides. 
Yet, however, thick his “ blushing honors” are 
upon him, still he finds a vacuum in his bosom, 
and he remains unsatisfied. 

The folly of devoting all our Jabour,and exert- 
ing the powers of our mind in the pursuit of 
the pleasures and amusements of this world, 
are so self-evident to every reflecting mind, 
that the propriety of the expostulation isat once 
discovered, and we are surprised that rational 
beings should spend their money for that which 
is net bread, and labour with so much toil and 
fatigue for that which satisfieth not, but ever 
leaves a void which seeks for more substantial 
In the application thus far, religionists 
But 
we cannot stop here, a further application is 
We may act foolishly in spiritual 


food. 
of everv denomuiation will fully agree. 





necessary. 
coucerns as wellasin temporal. Wemay spend | 
our money for that which is not bread, in the | 
concerns of religion, as well as in the trifling 
concerns of time,and may as completely labour 
for that which satisfieth not. In proof of this 
assertion we appeal to the tender and affection-| 





ablessed and glorious immortality? 


when by hearkening to the spirit of God, the 
holy spirit of love, your soul may delight itself 
in fatness. 

To the kind and affectionate sister we ap- 
peal, and remind her of the juvenile sports she 
enjoyed in early youth, in the society of bro- 
thers, and sisters, who shared with her the 
same parental love who were fed with her at the 
same table,that have wept when she wept, that 
have rejoiced when she was happy. 

With feelings produced by the contemplation 
of past scenes of bliss, and influenced by the 
ties of kindred affinity, we solicit her seriously 
to examine her heart and ask herself as a pro- 
fessor of religion what are her desires and 
prayers in relation to those dear connexions. 
Is it not, that they might experience and enjoy 
the saving mercies of their God, and be for ever 
happy in the coming world? Would it not 
cause her to rejoice with Joy unspeakable, to 
believe that they were joint heirs with her in 
Would 
any thing short of this satisfy the longing de- 
sires of her heart? No surely not. ‘Then we 





ate mother aud invite her to look around on/say to her in the language of the prophet 
her children who share her love, and while the |“ Wherefore do you spend your money for that 
fond affections of her heart produce an anx- which is not bread,and labour so zealously for 
ious desire in her mind, a longing, for their| that which satisfieth not.” We exhort her to 
hearken unto God—God is love—to receive 
the teachings of the holy spirit of love, and her 


] 


e‘ernal welfare and happiness, let her turn her 
attention to the creed she has em aeattl 
the doctrine she has espoused, which teach-| soul shall live, she shall eat that which is good, 
es her, that the God whom she worships|and her soul shall delight itself in fatness. 

has elected a certain number of the human race] To all, who possess that benevolent and 
unto everlasting life; that the rest, and pro- | affectionate regard for the eternal happiness 
bably by far the greater part, will perish forever of their fellow beings, which leads them to the 
for the glory of God and the best good of the | throne of grace, in humble prayer to supplicate 
universe. Let her believe that those objects| the divine mercy in their favor, and to beseech 
of her solicitude, who now engross her atten-| God to pardon their sins; who mourn over the 





' 


tiou and call forth the fondest feelings of the 
maternal heart, are all, or even a part of them 
of the reprobate number, then let her say 
whether the doctrine which she has received 
“is bread indeed” whether it satisfieth her 
soul, and she can in sincerity say I have eaten 
that which is coop. Can she say I am per- 
fectly satisfied with this, though it dooms my 
husband, my children to eternal woe, can she 
say I desire no other food, my soul is satisfied 
in the contemplation of eternal wrath, and end- 
less misery ? Ifshe cannot, is not the expos- 
tulation of the prophet applicable to her, 
« wherefore do you spend your money for that 
which is not bread, and labour for that which 
satisfieth not.”” Why eat that which is not coop, 





lost of the human race, as a mother mourns for 
the loss of her tender infant, and the anxieties 
of whose minds, are produced by the doctrines 
which they have embraced, and whose souls are 
harrowed up by the apprehension that they, 
themselves, some one of their family or some of 
the human race will experience cruel, unmerci- 
ful, never ending punishment, we present the 
exhortation “ Ho, every one that thirsteth come 
ye to the waters.”” You thirst, you souls long 
for the word of everlasting life—you desire 
salvation for yourselves and others, come then 
to the waters, come ye buy and eat ; come, 
buy milk and honey without money and 
without price. Come, eat that which is good, 
and Jet your souls delight in fatness, re- 
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ceive the everlasting covenant of life, even 
the sure mercies of David, and no longer 
spend your money for that which is not bread, 
nor labour for that which satisfieth not. The 
doctrine of endless misery cannot satisfy the 
benevolent desires of the heart, it is not bread 
that is good, it leaves an aching void, a parch- 
ing thirst that cannot be satisfied. It is not 
therefore the doctrine of the gospel, for Jesus 
saith speaking of his doctrine—* He that drink- 
eth of the water which I shall give him shall 
never thirst”—But “ it shall be in him a well 
of water springing up into everlasting life.” 
It satisfieth the soul, it invigorates the mind 
and gives divine animation and celestial Peace. 





——>— 
FOSTER vs. CALVINISM. 

As it has often been asserted, and continues to be believed 
even at the present day, that ** the glory and blessed- 
ness of God, and of his holy and intelligent kingdom, 
are necessarily produced by the eternal sin and mise- 
ry of the wicked,” we present our readers with the 
following just, and correct observations, from the pen 
of the Rev. Dan Foster, in refutation of that errone- 


ous sentiment. 


The eternal misery of sinners would not in- 
crease, but imbitter and spoil, the happiness of 
thesaints. Tfeaven and hell will be eternally in 
prospect of each other according to the supposi- 
tion. Icallon the indulgent father, and on the 
delicately kind and tender mother, to speak the 
sentiments of their hearts. Are you willing to 
receive heavenly happiness at the expense of 
the eternal sin and misery of your dear children? 
Or if in heaven, can you imagine it would in- 
crease your felicity, to look down into the hid- 
eous regions of eternal despair, and there to 
behold your children in devouring fire, never to 
be quenched, where the worm will never die? 
Parental, filial, and every social feeling, must be 
entirely eradicated from the human soul, by a 
transition from earth to heaven,or the miseries of 
hell, if they are to be eternal, will destroy the 
_happiness of celestials. 

The glory and blessedness of God, and of his 
holy intelligent kingdom,are necessarily proda- 
ced by the eternal sinand misery of the wicked. 


infatuated, as to entertain the idea, that it 
would reflect glory on the divine character, to 
project a scheme of creation, and moral govern- 
ment, in such a manner, that a part of mankind 
could not be happy, but at the expense of the 
eternal sin and misery of all the rest. 

Charity, the darling of heaven, which warms 
the breasts of angels, animates the soul of the 
filial God, and is the most charming grace that 
ever entered a human heart, must cease, togeth- 
er with faith and hope, or she will be an eter- 
nal torment to the saints. She is incessant, in 
her wishes, and prayers, and endeavours for 
the virtue and happiness of all men, whilst she 
dwells on earth. I beg to know what will be 
her employment inheaven. St. Paul seems to 
have been of opinion that charity would go to 
heaven. Was he mistaken, through his great 
fondness for that virtue? Or, if she goes to 
heaven, will she lose all that rendered her so 
amiable on earth, her ardent desire of the hap- 
piness of the human kind? If she retain this 
amiable quality in heaven, she will unavoid- 
ably mar and poison all the joys of the blessed, 
when she shall look on the sin and misery of 
the damned. 

, ee 
FREE INQUIRY ~ 

Free inquiry in religion, is essential to the 
virtue of a character. The virtue of man con- 
sists in his making use of all hisown faculties, 
not in believing that other men have made a 
virtuous use of theirs. Now, it is possible, a 
man may make use of all his faculties, and yet 
not be able to perceive the evidence of some 
opinions, which are called articles of faith, and 
consequently he may doubt the truth of those 
articles, yea, it is necessary to the virtue of his 
character, that he should doubt them ; for it is 
not in his power to believe without proof, and 
it would be unjust to profess to believe what 
he does not believe. Let us not beso weak as 
to’imagine, that a man cannot think justly 
unless he thinks as wedo. Let us allow that 
his justice consists in thiukimg;and reasoning 
and acting, as well as he can, and that he is 
accountable for all this only to one master, even 





If by theglory and blessedness of God be meant, 
the illustrious disp!ay of the divine character’ 
and perfections ; the eternal sin and misery of 
the wicked, instead of preducing, will lessen, 
obscure, and cast an eternal infamy and re- 
proach upon the divine glory and blessedness. 


Christ. As freedom of thought is the parent 
and guardian of all virtue, so the want of it is 
the nurse of all vice, and particularly to that 
general disposition to all sin, [ mean servility. 
A low servile sov!, habituated not to think fu 
itself, but tobe led by a guide, is prepared for 





How is it possible that any man should be so, 
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the commission of anv crime, or the belief 
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of any absurdity, that a mercenary guide 
may find convenient to enjoin. Were I 
disposed to sink a soul into the lowest 
degree of wretchedness, either asa citizen 
of the world, or as a member of a church. 
I would inculcate with all my mighta spirit of 
servility, and that would answer my end better 
than any other method in the world. I would 
not shock a man with the sounds of perjury and 
biasphemy, impiety to God, and injustice to 
man: but I would gently inform him that he 
was a poor depraved foolish creature, not able 
tu judge between good and evil, truth and error, 
and that he would discover great arrogance if 
he thought otherwise: but that I was a wise and 
asacred man, wishing well to his soul, and that 
by believing what I said to be true, and by doing 
what I directed to be done, he would be pious, 
and safe, and happy. There is, therefore, no 
virtue, but a great fund of iniquity in implicit 


faith —London Universalist Magazine. 
— 


ORIGINAL ANECDOTE. 

A Limitarian, after some conversation with 
a Universalist, on religious sentiments, repeat- 
ed the following oft reiterated remark, “ Uni- 
versalism will do very well to live by,” to which 
the other replied, Sir, what you say is very true, 
and I will mention a case in which I lately 
found it so; my neighbour Mr. A. used me ill, 
I was angry, and felt unhappy; but when I 
retired alone and had a little time for serious 
reflection, the following queries came forcibly 
into my mind, viz. Do I believe that my neigh- 
bour A. is one of those for whom the Saviour 
gave himself a ransom? One, for whose sins 
He is a propitiation? One, who is included 
in the covenant of eternal mercy? One, to 
whom God hath given eternal life in Christ 
Jesus? One, who is an object of God’s un- 
changing love? One, whom God, for Christ’s 
sake, will finally forgive? I was compelled to 
answer all these queries in the affirmative ; and 
then come to the concluding question, Can I 
forgive, andlovehimtoo? My anger vanished 
in a moment, my enmity was destroyed ; | an- 
swered, yea Lord, and as it were involuntarily 
breathed out from my inmost soul, Father for- 
give him,for what he did against me was through 
ienorance. Then the words of the Saviour 
came with peculiar sweetness into my mind 
“ when ye stand praying forgive, if ve have 
aught against any.”” Thus, my dear sir, you 
may see the truth of your remark, fully exem- 





plified, and it is my humble opinion, that 
could we live in the true spirit and temper of 
mind which is dictated to us by the universal 
goodness, love and grace of God, that we 
should not only find that Universalism would 
do very well to live by, but also that it would 
do very well to die by. Y. 


| APOE, 
POETRY. 
SONG OF THE ANGEL. 
** Gloryio God in the highest, and on earth peace, good- 
will toward men.” Luke ii. 14. 
ARRAY’D in clouds of golden light, 
More bright than Heaven’s resplendent bow, 
Jehovah's angel came by night, 
To bless the sleeping world below! 


How soft the music of his tongue ! 
How sweet the hallowed strains he sung % 








** Good-will henceforth to man be given ;” 
The light of glory beams on earth ; 
Let angels tune the harps of heaven, 
And saints below rejoice with mirth : 
On Bethlehem’s plains the shepherds sing, 
And Judah’s children hail their King ! 
Moore. 


SS eee 
THIS WORLD IS ALL A FLEETING SHOW. 


Tus world is all a fleeting show, 
For man’s illusion given: 
The smiles of Joy, the tears of Wo, 
Deceitful shine, deceitful how— 
There's nothing true but Heaven! 


And false the light on Glory’s plume, 
As fading hues of even: 
And Love, and Hope, and Beauty’s bloom, 
Are blossoms gathered for the tomb— 
There’s nothing bright but Heaven! 


Poor wanderers of a stormy day, 
From wave to wave we're driven, 

And Fancy’s flash, and Reason’s ray, 

Serve but to light the troubled way— 
There’s nothing calm but Heaven! 


Moore. 
ae) 
BALFOUR’S INQUIRY. 


A work, bearing the above title, bas been very recent- 
ly published by Water Ba.rour, of Charlestown, 
Mass. who was formerly a Baptist clergyman, but now 
a preacher ofthe doctrine of Universal Salvation. This 
work is *‘AnInquiry into the scripture import of the 
words SHEOL, Hanes, TarTARUS, and GEHENNA; 
all translated Hew, in the common English version.” 
As we have frequently been called upon for this work we 
shall endeavour, as soon as possible, to obtain afew 
copies for accommodation of our friends in this, and the 
neighboring towns. 


a 


Those persons holding subscription papers for the 
** Messenger of Peace,” are requested to send, immedi- 
ately, the names of the subscribers they have obtained, 
that they may be supplied with their papers. 
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